For better regulating the Office of Conftable, 
in Ireland. 



Note. — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in the 
written Copy. 



1 it will tend -to the due enforcing of the Law and Preamble. 

Jj |) prefervation of the Peace, to put the office of Conftable in 

Ireland upon a better footing : 

And whereas the number of Conftables and their Salaries ought to be 
different in different Counties and Baronies, according to the different 
extent and various other circumftances thereof ; 

'Be it tfjEtCfote <2Ena£UH by the K ING’s Moft Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by 
the Authority of the fame, That it fhall and may be lawful for the. Grand Juries 
feveral Grand Juries of Counties at large in Ireland. , at the Affizes thereof, "yy appoint 

2 to make and appoint any number of Conftables being Proteftants, not not exceed- 
exceeding Twelve in each Barony or Half Baronv within each County, ing a certain 
together with a Chief Conftable, wherever a Chief Conffable has hitherto g^Buron 
been appointed or fhall hereafter be thought neceffary, who, when ap- 
pointed, lhall be in lieu of all other Conftables appointed or to be appointed 
according to the Laws now in force, the High Conftables for colleCling the 

Public Money alone excepted. 

And be it EnaCled, That the Conftables appointed or continued pur- Conftables fo 
fuant to this Act, fhall at all times aid and affift in preferving the Peace, beSS’t^ 
and executing the Law within every fuch Barony or Half Barony, and theJutiicesof 
lhall obey luch lawful directions as they fhall from time to time receive the l’eace; 
from any Magiftrate of fuch County, whether within fuch Barony or 
Half Barony or within the County at large : And if any fuch Conftable or 
Conftable?, fhall negleCt or refufe to obey as aforefaid, or (hall be guilty of 
13 an y lie gleCt or violation of duty, he or they fhall be liable to fuch Pe- 
nafty not exceeding Forty Shillings each, to be levied by the diftrefs and 
fale of the goods of fuch party, by order of the Juftices at the Quarter Sef- 
nons of tiie Peace for fuch Countv, and fuch imprifonment in the Common 

44- A Gaol 
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Gaol not exceeding one month, as faid Juftices, after examination and 
proof upon oath of one or more credible witnefs or witneffes, or on con- 
feffion of the party, (hall direft ; or fliall or may, aj the defire of the 
Grand Jury of fuch County, be removed from his office by the Judge of 
And to be Aflize : And for the better preventing of Offences and the more fpeedily ap- 
pro pc,ly prehendinv of Offenders, and affifting in executing the Laws, luch Conitables 
" fliall be provided with proper arms and accoutrements ; the expence whereof, 

not exceeding three Guineas for each Conftable, once in twelve years it 
neceffarv, (haU be raifed and levied by prefentment of fuch Grand Juries, 
on fuch' Baronies or Half Baronies for which fnch Coltftables fliall be 
appointed or continued purfuant to this Aft. 



Vi, a betas And be it Euafted, That no perfon Aral! be appointed to fill the office 

certified 0 f Conftable under this Aft, uniefs he fliall previoufly have obtained -a 
S'itarfone Certificate from three Juftices of the peace refident m the fame Barony or 
for tbe office; Half Baronv as the perfon recommended ; or if there be not three Juftices 
of the Peace fo refident, then from three juftices of the i eace of the lame 
County ; fi<mifying that the perfon fo certified is in every reiped qualified to 
difcharge the duties of a Chief or Sub-Conftable, as required by this Ad 
and the Law of the Land. 
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And having And be it Enafted, That no perfon fliall execute the office of Conftable 

taken the chief Conftable under this Aft, uniefs he fliall have taken the following 

following Qztfo . 

« j do fwear, That I will truly 1 and faithfully ferve our Sove- 

« reign Lord the King in the office of Conftable or Chief Conftable 
“ [ as the cafe may be~\ of the Barony or Half Barony of 
« in the County of without favour or partiality, 

« malice or ill-will ; that I will pay due attention to, and ufe my 
“ endeavours for the prefervation of the Highways and Bridges, 

“ and the removal of obftrudions, nuifances, and encroachments 
“ thereon, and that I will- diligently enforce the laws for the pro- 5 
“ fervation of the fame, fo long as I fliall continue in that Office. 



and qualified And uniefs he fliall have produced a certificate from tne Clerk of the Peace 
himfeif of f uc h County, that he had at fome Quarter Sefiions or adjournment thereof 

according for fuch Coimty? f mce his appointment to fuch office, duly qualified him- 

t0 felf agreeably to an Aft palled in Ireland , , in the fecond year of the reign ^ 

of her late Ftfajefty Queen Anne , chapter lixth, fedion fifteenth. 

Salaries to And be it Ena&ed, That the Grand Jury of . each County at large fliall 
be paid them; anc j are hereby empowered to prefen t at each Affizes, any lum not 
exceeding Pounds for every fuch Conftable, to be raifed on 

everv. fuch Barony or Half Barony wherein fuch Conftable fliall be ap- 
pointed or continued, to be paid to fuch Conftables for then Salaries, 01 to 
tbe Chief Conftable for their ufe, by the Trealurer ; as alio the hum of 

Pounds for the Hilary of the Chief Conftable of fuch Barony or 0 
Half Barony. 

Firft produ- Provided always, and be it Ena&ed, T. hat no Salary whatfcevei fhall be 
«ng Cevtlfi - prefented for or paid to fuch Conftable or Chief Conftable, uniefs he firlt 
juftkes° m produce a certificate of the Juftices who prefided at the General Quarter 
Sefiions held for that diftrict next preceding ' laid Affizes, or of three 
Juftices of the Peace refident within the fame Barony or Half Baiony, as 
the laid Chief Conftable or Conftable ; or if three Juftices of the Peace 
he not fo refident, then of fuch three juftices of the Peace as fhall certify 
that thev are well acquainted with the conduct of inch Chief Conftab e 01 

' Conn able ; 
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Conftable ; which certificate (hail ftate that he had faithfully executed the 
duties of his office, and that he bad preferred his arms and accoutrements 
in proper order, or accounted fatisfaftorily for any deficiency therein ; and 
that the Judges of Affize may then and not before fiat filch prefentment. 

L And be it EnaSed, That there fhall and may be paid to and for every Petfons or* 
perfon, other than the faid Sworn Conftables, who as Special or Affiftant 
Conftable armed with fire-arms, fhall, by order of inch jnftice of the conveying 
Peace of the fame County, convey and fafely lodge in the County Gaol any Melons to ^ 
perfon or perfons charged with treafon or felony under Mittimus of filch JJi'"!,,,,,!- 
luftice, the fum of three Pence per mile ; which Sums fhall and may be pre- ing to tire 
fented by the Grand jury, and paid by the Treafurer in the fame manner dl!ta,lce - 
that all other County' charges are prefented and paid. 

Provided neverthelefs, That no fuch fum or fums fhall he prefented, unlefs. nut wMch 
the perfon or perfons fo employed as Special or Affift ant Conftables, fhall “ e _ 
produce a copv of the Mittimus under which fuch perfons were committed, r„ te d with- 
certified by the Gaoler, and alfo an acknowledgment in writing.from fuch 
Gaoler, that fuch priloners went fafely lodged with him ; and provided the tte 

number of fuch Special or Affiftant Conftables fo to be paid, do not exceed number 
fix for any one committal. Affifaits. 

□ AND whereas a fimilar eftablifhment of Conftables has. for many years similar 
exifted under certain Afls of His prefent Majefty, part of which ASs are 
now expired; BE it Enabled, That all fuch eftablifhments, togethei. with aa they do 
all preferments hitherto made purfuant thereto, is and are hereby recog- now exifl, to 
nized and confirmed, notwithfranding the Statute or Statutes purfuant to econt,nue • 
which the fame was or were inftituted has or have tranfpired ; and that 
fo often as the Chief or Sub- Conftable of luch eftabliftiment fhall be dif- 
milfed or fail by death or other wife, another fliall or may be appointed 
under the proviftons of this A6L 

And be it Ena&ed, That in every County wherein fuch eftablifhment But Grand 
exifts or fhall exift, it may be lawful, and it is hereby declared to be lawful, 
for the Grand jury of fuch County to reduce fuch eftablifhment, m every 
fuch particular as to fuch Grand Jury fliall from time to time appear to be 
expedient. 

.9 And be it Enafted, That an A£t pafled in Ireland in the thirty-fecond ^|* n ° f for 
year of His prefent Majeftv, intituled, An A6t for regulating the Office re g U i a ting 
“ of Conftable, and for the better enforcing the Procefs of the Criminal ^Office of 
“ Law in certain parts of this Kingdom,” be and is hereby repealed. repealed.’ 
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